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 in advance a careful resume of the sum total of knowledge concerning their social
 anthropology. It is this type of research work that is so worthy of praise. A
 glance through the bibliography will persuade even the most critical that the
 book is an ambitious one. It aims at being a handbook-of a very detailed
 and exhaustive nature-formed from the vast mass of material gathered by a
 host of students of varied nationality. The amount of attention that these
 remote tribes of Northern Asia have come in for is exceptional; but it happens
 that the records are, for the most part, hidden in a language which is unfortu-
 nately seldom known outside Russia.

 By unravelling the tangled skein of a million valuable facts recorded in
 inaccessible Russian works, this volume creates a reliable foundation for future
 study. We are introduced to the tireless investigations and valued opinions of
 many investigators, carefully selected and put together by a trained anthro-
 pologist, who intends to supplement her work of compilation and criticism by
 original researches of her own amongst the primitive inhabitants of the " taiga"
 and the "tundra."

 The attempt to put this on record has been made only just in time; it appears
 that some of the tribes are doomed to extinction, while others are becoming so
 contaminated by Russian influence that much of their original character is being
 quickly lost for ever. Some have actually already lost much of their aboriginal
 culture, which in itself forms such valuable data for the anthropologist. The
 chapters group themselves principally under the headings of Sociology and Re-
 ligion; there are also chapters devoted to geography, ethnology, and one on
 " Arctic Hysteria." No less than eight out of the fifteen chapters find themselves
 under the section " Religion," which shows how large a part it plays in the lives
 of primitive people. The importance of a thorough acquaintance with that side
 of their life is obvious, for it is no exaggeration to say that the religious and social
 lives of such people are practically one. Closely connected with their religious
 rites is the strange phenomenon termed " Arctic Hysteria," a weakness to which
 all the northern tribes are liable. In many cases the hysteria only takes the form
 of " inspiration; " it is then highly esteemed, for the best Shaman priests are those
 who possess most fully this hereditary, hysterical nature. But there is another
 form which the natives themselves recognize as " symptomatic of disease." The
 Shaman priest, who gains credit by his proneness to inspiration, has to lose office
 if he develops the nervous ailment which assumes the character of " amiirakh,"
 or " imitative mania." The tabulating of evidence, so difficult to come by as
 this must be, will prove invaluable to students of pathology.

 The classification of the ethnic groups is simplified by applying the term
 "Palbeo-Siberian " to the most ancient stock of Siberian aborigines,-the earliest
 comers no matter where they come from; while " Neo-Siberian " is given to those
 later immigrants, of Central Asian origin, who were formerly styled Ural-Altaians.

 The bulk of the book is given up to a record of the observations made by the
 principal investigators of the social organization, customs, religious ideas, and
 rites of tribes who are, so to speak, " the modern representatives of the age of
 the Reindeer," and who only just hold their own in a struggle for existence which
 is exceptionally severe.

 D. C.
 AFRICA.

 'Through Central Africa from East to West.' By Cherry Kearton and
 James Barnes. (London: Cassell & Co. 1915. Pp. xviii., 283. Map and
 Illustrations. 21s. net.) This brightly written and profusely illustrated account
 of a journey from Mombasa to the mouth of the Congo is the outcome of a
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 combined journalistic and cinematograph enterprise. Mr. Barnes, who supplies
 the narrative, is apparently a citizen of the United States. He does not inspire
 confidence by such spellings as Rewenzori, Uashu Neru, the Abadare Range, and
 Lake Navassha, but as an observer and commentator he combines the gifts of
 sympathy and shrewdness. Some of Stanley's old followers were encountered
 during the journey through Belgian Congo. At Matadi the travellers sought
 out the grave of E. J. Glave, which was found with difficulty and had evidently
 long been neglected. The cinematograph part of the business was in the
 capable hands of Mr. Cherry Kearton, but even he had to admit defeat in the
 Congo forest. In the course of the journey, however, he obtained many excellent
 photographs, and the illustrations are one of the chief features of the book.
 There are nearly half as many plates as there are pages of text. These illustra-
 tions cover the ordinary range of subjects; pictures of animal life are compara-
 tively few.

 AUSTRALASIA AND PACIFIC ISLANDS.

 AUSTRALIAN ABORIGINES.

 'Native Tribes of the Northern Territory of Australia.' By Baldwin Spencer. Mac-
 millan & Co. 1914.

 In this book Professor Baldwin Spencer has given us the first connected account
 of the ethnography of the Northern Territory of Australia, and it is scarcely
 necessary to say that it will rank along with his other works as a model of original
 investigation in the field. When one remembers that the Northern Territory
 equals in extent four and a half times that of Great Britain, it is obvious that
 there must be considerable differences in geographical conditions which will have
 their effect on the human inhabitants, and, as was to be expected, there are wide
 divergences between the customs in the various areas. Professor Spencer states
 that only very rarely indeed is seen any trace of Malay blood in the popu-
 lation of the northern coast islands despite popular belief to the contrary, and
 though there are certain distinctive elements in the culture of the Melville islanders,
 for example, it is fundamentally similar to the culture of Australia as a whole.
 There is, however, nothing distinctly Malayan about it, nor can Mr. S. H. Ray
 find any evidence of Malayan influence in their language. The complex character
 of " Australian " culture is now recognized, and the endeavour is being made to
 discover what elements belong to each culture-layer, what are the relative ages of
 the cultures, and whence they came. It is evident that there have been several
 culture-drifts, if not actual migrations of considerable bodies of men, all of which
 have helped to build up that Australian type of culture which has been described
 so frequently as homogeneous in character and peculiar to Australia. The precise
 and abundant information presented in this book not only serves to fill up a wide
 gap in our knowledge of the sociology and religion of Australia, but it affords
 valuable data for the consideration of the wider problems. The material culture
 is adequately dealt with by means of careful descriptions and numerous illus-
 trations of implements, weapons, ornaments, and the like, and these form a basis
 for profitable comparison with the arts and crafts of other parts of Australia, as
 indeed with those of other countries. There is so much of importance in this
 book that it is impossible to give an enumeration of the chief points; in any
 case it would be superfluous, as every one interested in the ethnology of primitive
 people as a matter of course will study anything that Professor Spencer writes.

 A. C. H.

 'A Geography of Australasia.' By Griffith Taylor. (The Oxford Geo-
 graphies. Oxford: Clarendon Press. 1914. Pp. 176. Maps. ls. 6d.) In
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